23rd October 2020
Nurturing each and all. Guiding, Trusting, Inspiring and Celebrating
Dear Parents/Carers,
Goodness, what a term! It feels as though we have gone around in a complete loop. It would be naïve to think
that we would not have had further positive cases, but a reprieve would be wonderful. Please can I remind
you that if a member of your household needs to take a test, then all your household must isolate until the
results are received. We have been very impressed with Lovell class who have moved across to online
learning so well. Thank you for your continued support and understanding through this time.

Mrs Abell has regrettably been rather poorly this half term and has been unable to teach her class. We have
been fortunate to have Mrs Julia Edwards in to cover Mrs Abell’s days, providing stability for the children. Mrs
Edwards will continue to teach Year 1 on a Thursday and Friday until Mrs Abell is well enough to return.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS
Teachers are still in the throes of contacting you for parent consultations. Please be patient if you haven’t
received a call yet; we only have one telephone line! Rest assured though, you will all be contacted.

HARVEST
Thank you for your contributions towards our Harvest collection. We will be delivering these to the Witney
Food Bank over the half term holiday. We were lucky enough to be able to hold our Harvest Festival outside
on the playground and each class contributed towards it. It has been so lovely to hold open air assemblies
each week and we will continue to do this whilst the weather allows.

FUNDRAISING
Alas, there will be no Christmas Fayre this year. Our School Association work tirelessly to organise this
annual event and it is our biggest fund raiser in the school calendar. This will have a massive financial
impact on us. I know that the SKSA are busy thinking up different ideas, so please support them any way
you can. It has been suggested that you might consider making a donation towards the purchasing of new
books to support our reading drive in school. The SKSA kindly enabled us to purchase £1,000 worth of
books in the Summer term which we would love to be able to add to if you wished.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM
Please remember to regularly access Google Classroom to ensure that you retain your logins and passwords.
At the point of writing, localised and national lockdowns are being discussed again. We have everything ready
and in place should we need to lockdown once more and hope that the transition will be less stressful second
time around! The Government require all children to take part in online learning if they are in class or family
isolation. We will use Google Classroom for this purpose.
Your child’s Google Classroom page has a link to Oak Academy, which we will be following
https://classroom.thenational.academy/schedule-by-year. Daily maths and literacy lessons are there along with
science and topics. You will also find additional activities specific to your child’s class. Please feel free to dip
in to this over the holiday.
Instructions on how to upload documents/images into Google Classroom can be found on the newsletter page
of the website.

COMMUNICATION
If you have a concern, or need to speak to your child’s class teacher, then please contact us through the
following channels:
 Messages can be relayed via the staff member on the gate in the morning
 The best route, during the school day, is to email the school office. Messages can be passed on to teachers,
who will then get back to you when they are not teaching. Please email:
office.3125@st-kenelms.oxon.sch.uk
 You can phone on 01993 775394 and leave a message on the answerphone.

WARM CLOTHING
With the weather now becoming more autumnal, it is essential that your child comes to school with a coat.
Following Government guidelines, our classrooms are ventilated, which makes the school cooler than normal,
so please encourage them to wear baselayers! PE lessons will continue outside and so please ensure that
your child has a full, warm PE kit in school to enable them to change if they get wet.

FOREST SCHOOL
This term, Little Minster have taken part in Forest School and have had a great deal of fun toasting
marshmallows, whittling, bug hunting etc. Next term, Wenrisc Class will have the opportunity to take part in
Forest School. Please see the letter on your class page on the website for further details. The Forest School
after school club has been well attended and I am pleased to report that the wind and the rain has not put
them off. Thank you to Mandy Warwick for setting this up and running it so well. It truly has been a wonderful
addition to our school and one that we will continue to build on.

A reminder of the COVID symptoms:
• high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back
• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in
24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
• loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you have noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
I wish you all a restful half term. Please be vigilant and remain safe. We look forward to welcoming you all
back on 2nd November.
Best wishes.

