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APPS
Did you know that most
apps our children use
actually have an age

restriction? Whilst there are
benefits to being online,

there are risks too
regardless

of your child’s age. Risks
include your child viewing

inappropriate content,
sharing personal

information, cyberbullying
and grooming.

Welcome to our online safety newsletter, this newsletter is full
of information about keeping children safe online. Hopefully
this newsletter will help you to feel more confident about
keeping your child safe online.  It has lots of hints and tips. If
there is anything you would like any further information on,
please email the office and we will get back to you. 

ROBLOX-NEW CONTROLS
Roblox, the popular minecraft 'style' game has announced a
new raft of parental controls. The website which ranks among
the most popular games for children in the e-space, has
previously been accused of possessing weak child protection
tools. Their new raft of adaptations is important due to the
game's position among school aged children. The new features
have been adopted to allow parents to take control of their
children's game time in a more comprehensive manner.

Parents will now be able to block individuals who communicate
with their children, as well as have more detailed oversight over
their usage of the programme. Real-time awareness measures
have been increased and these changes represent a big step
forward in making popular multiplayer games more secure for
underaged users. If interested, the South-West Grid for Learning
(SWGfL) has produced a comprehensive run down of these
changes. Please follow the link below for more:

https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-launches-new-parental-
controls/ 



CEOP

Worried about
something you've seen

on the internet? Want to
help your child be safer?
https://www.ceop.police.

uk/safety-centre/

CYBERBULLYING

WHATSAPP
Users should be at least 13 years old to use WhatsApp. We
frequently receive reports of children not using WhatsApp
appropriately, such as sharing images to embarrass others,
sending hurtful messages, spreading rumours, or excluding
people from group chats to make them feel left out.
Since WhatsApp lacks parental controls, it is important to think
about whether it is really the right platform for your child. For
example, you should consider if your child has the critical
thinking skills to recognise bullying. Furthermore, do they
understand how to manage peer pressure and refrain from
joining in on harmful behaviour?

Childnet  - http://www.childnet.com/resources    
 Childline - http://www.childline.org.uk
Think U Know (links to CEOP) - www.thinkuknow.co.uk
Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre -
www.ceop.gov.uk
 CBBC Stay Safe - www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/topics/stay-
safe  
InternetMatters -
https://www.internetmatters.org/start-school-safe-
online/

USEFUL WEBSITES

What is cyberbullying?
Cyberbullying is a form of bullying that takes place online
and can takemmany forms, such as sending malicious
messages. Cyberbullying can happen at any time of the
day, so often feels unrelenting. It can take place across
many different platforms, such as on messaging apps
like WhatsApp and Snapchat, on social media platforms
such as Instagram and TikTok and via online games. Here
are some examples of what cyberbullying can look like
online:
• Sending nasty or hurtful messages
 • Leaving unkind comments 
•Sharing photographs of somebody else without their
permission 
• Excluding somebody on purpose 
• Impersonating somebody with a fake account 
• Telling/sharing lies
 • Blackmailing

Further information
There is more information available online about cyberbullying.
The following links provide further information on types of
online bullying, and who you can contact if you need any
further advice or support.
• https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/online-bullying/
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