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Dear parents, 
 
Welcome to Year 1 and Dovecote Class! 
 
Your children have settled really well and we are delighted with them all today. Here are 
a few pointers to introduce you to our routines. 
 
Reading 
The best way you can support your child with this is to hear them read every day. 
Children who read regularly at home do far better than those who only read in school and 
repetition is an essential element of retaining words and building fluency. Please sign and 
date the reading record and add a comment if you wish.  We ask that your child has their 
book bag in school every day.  
 
Spelling 
From Monday 8th September we will introduce Spelling Homework. A red spelling book. 
will be in your child’s book bag, and another to practise in at home. Help your child to 
read, write and learn the words ready for a test on the following Monday. Make learning 
spellings fun if you can. 
 
The score will be recorded for you to see in the red book. If your child has made any 
errors, revisit those spellings until they are secure. Again repetition is the key to success.  
 
Generally, there will be ten spellings to learn; two of the words (number 8 and 9) are 
taken from the Year One Tricky Word List. Two new tricky words are added each week, 
so that by the end of Year One most children will have mastered them all. 
 
Some children may initially struggle with ten spellings and we will adjust this 
appropriately as the weeks go on.  
 
Topic 
Please see the school’s website and look for the Dovecote Topic Web. This will give you 
information about areas of the curriculum we will be learning this term. 
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We would really appreciate it if you could send a baby, and current photograph of your 
child by Wed 10th Sept. This will form an important part of our topic this term.  (Ensure 
the photos are named on the back so they can be returned to you at the end of term). 
 
Snacks 
If you want your child to have something to eat at playtime, we encourage one small, 
healthy snack such as a piece of fruit. Please put this in the book bag so that it is easily 
accessible at playtime and fits into your child’s drawer. Fresh fruit is also available in 
school everyday. 
 
Water Bottles 
Water only please. No squash unless there is a medical reason.  
 
P.E/Outdoor Learning 

P.E. will be on Thursday morning. Please send your child in their kit on that 
day. Send their school uniform so that they can change into it after the 
session.  
 
Forest School will be on Tuesday morning. Children should come to school in 
appropriate clothing. They should also bring a bag containing waterproofs 
and wellies to wear for the session. A full uniform list is available on our 
website.  
 
End of the day 
Dovecote staff will be available to chat to you at the end of the school day or at the 
playground gate in the morning. Please come and talk to us regarding any questions or 
concerns you might have or just say hello! We look forward to getting to know you all. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Mrs McConville and Mrs Staniford 
 
 
 


